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[WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:] 

An information storage apparatus comprising: 

a means for storing a key input from outside; 

a means for storing an inner key provided to the apparatus; 

10 and 

an encoding section for encoding data input from outside 
with use of the outer key and the inner key to store the encoded 
data in the storing means, and decoding data read from the storing 
means with use of both the outer and inner keys. 
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